GUITARS

the best of them.

RETTED - instrument
craftsman Tony Zem-
aitis specialises in made-
to-measure guitars, model-
led to the personal require-
ments of his customers,
who range from wealthy
stars to keen amateurs
spending their entire sav-
ings on an instrument.
The size of the body,
width of the fingerboand,
string length, type of action
and other features are
designed to suit the gultar-
ist's physique, stretch, style
of music and playing ability,
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his father, a furrier hy
trade, but a talented multi-
instrumentalist in his spare
lime. Their resourcefulness
was inherited by Tony, who
took up woodworking and
developed it into a
specialised art, chiefly out
of necessity, because he
wanted a guitar, but
couldn’t afford to buy one!

Playing around the clubs
in the skiffle days, he met
some of the leading enter-

tainers, who bought his
guitars, although they were
largely in the experimental

Stage at the time. His first
customers  included Davy
Graham, Spencer Davis and
Long Jobk: Baldry.

His speciality was the 12-
string guitar, which was
then virtually unobtainable
in Britain. Right from the
start he has been a tremd-
setier, experimenting with
body shapes, sound-holes,
struls and woods to achieve
different sounds and
volumes.

An example of his ing-
enuity was a 24-siring
guitar, which was ‘basically
a 12-string model with 12
resonating strings Inside the
body. Another winner was
an  acoustic fretless bass
gultar quickly seized by
Ronnie Wood and Ronnie
Lane, of the Faces, who are

his oldest customers and
greatest admirers.
He has made six inst-

ruments for Ronnie Lane, in-
cluding a six-string cutaway
with a floating resonator for
the purpose of
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Eric Clapton he boilt a glant
12-siring guitar with a 26-
second sustain and a stag-
gering appearance, all silver-

mounted and inlaid with
silver and amaranthe.
Mary Hopkin chose a

small steel acoustic goitar
with a scalloped sound-hole
resembling an  eight-leaved
clover. T McPhee and
Mare Bolan have bought six-
string 24-fret twin pick-up
electric  guitars, provided
with engraved alloy fronts,
because metal is a
earth shield to prevent feed-
hack.,

Tony Femaitis has
adapted the cellar of his Ed-
wardian semi-detached

house in Balham as a work-
room, where he spends from
40 to 80 hours a week using
about 250 different tools,
most of which be designed
and made himself.

For guitar fronts he uses
mostly  spruce, but some-
times cedar. Back and sides
are rosewood, maple,
mahogany, cyprus, walnut
and cherry. His inlays have
up to 10,000 pleces. Wood
iz getting extremely difficult
to obtain, especially rose-
wood, which comes from the
rain forests of Indla and
South America.

Tony met hiz vivacious
wife, Ann, who now acts as
his secretary, while playing
at  the fretted instrument
haunt, the Gyre and
Gymbol, a cafe In Villlers
Street, Strand. They have a
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