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Kris Dollimore INTERVIEW |

Blindi
Date

Kris Dollimore has supplied lead guitar for some hard-rocking
bands, but now he’s rollin’ solo. Michael Heatley gets all inquisitive

e all remember our first
guitar — the what, when
and where. But the much-

travelled Kris Dollimaore, who
numbers The Godfathers, The
Damned and Del Amitri among his
bands, has harked back to that
magic moment to find a title for his
first-ever solo album. The more
cynical reader might consider the
cover of 02/07/1978 — showing a
12-year-old Dollimore wielding a Kay
six-string in front of a bedroom wall
bearing posters of Johnny Rotten and
Led Zeppelin - to be a product of
Photoshop. But you'd be wrong.

‘It's real! | can show you the
original Polaroid!" he protests good-
naturedly. ‘| was really into the Pistols
because the punk thing was really
big in those days. To be quite honest,
| don't think I'd heard Zeppelin at
that point. | got the poster off my
sister, and just thought they looked
cool! To me there was no
segregation, it was all just great
guitar music that | absolutely loved.”

And it's a love of blues and roots
music that informs his new album,
something he's been planning to do
for the last five years. His major
influence? The late dissonant folk/
blues pioneer, John Fahey.

‘Ever since the first year or two |
started playing, I've had this urge to
be on my own,’ Dollimare explains. ‘|
think there's nothing more earthy
then somebody with a guitar and a
voice. It's so primitive, getting to the

‘Ever since the first year I
started playing, I’'ve had
the urge to be on my own’

pure essence of music and rhythm.
I'd never had the bottle to do it, but
a couple of years ago | went to some
open mic nights and did a few songs
acoustically. It took every bit of
strength in me to get up there,
because I've always played in bands.
If you make a wrong note you've got
to take full responsibility, so
it was tough. But now |
feel pretty confident. It's
a wonderful feeling.’
Hooking up with
producer Stuart Turner,
he recorded the album at
Ranscombe Studios in
Rochester in about five days
flat. 'The idea of the record
was to try and do my
interpretation of the blues. It's
great to sing Robert Johnson
songs or Charley Patton songs,
but in all honesty | can’t sing
those lyrics with the passion
they have. It would be kind of
an act. | wanted to get the
essence of the blues that's
deep down inside of me.
That said, the four
covers alongside the
album’s eight
original tracks are all
worthy of note - not
least John Lee
Hooker's Groundhog.
'The sound of it is the
Keith Richards
element coming
out in full force,’

ng

Dollimore laughs. ‘Richards is a
massive influence on me. That song

was literally a first take. The drummer

came in, we just ran through it and
that was it. He'd never heard the
song before!” Likewise, a minimalist
version of lggy Pop’s punk classic TV
Eye that resulted from ‘'mucking
about a bit" is one that Dollimore
genuinely makes his own.
Alongside the bluesy sensibility are

elements of African music on the
record. But although artists such as
Ali Farka Toure rate high

among Dollimore's current

listening, he claims it was

an unconscious decision. #/# |
‘| didn't realise it, but w #l 5f
there's actually quite a

bit of that stuff,” he
confirms. ‘It definitely has
that droning kind of
thing.” One album he
referenced during
recording was Johnny
Cash’s first American
Recordings album: ‘|
just love it to bits.’ 171+
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Shine on! A pearl-front l
Zemaitis and a bluesy

National ResoRocket

THE DAMNED:
I'M ALRIGHT JACK
& THE BEANSTALK

Scabies, Vanian,
Matlock and
Dollimore united
in 1996. 'l was
let loose on the
widdling front
and enjoyed
the freedom’

THE GODFATHERS:
HIT BY HIT

The band's debut
from 1986. 'It's
got that snotty
attitude of
youth. / Want
Everything is
particularly
brilliant’

KRIS DOLLIMORE:
02/01/1978

At last, the solo 2
CD. ‘There's some f§=
rocking stuff, g
some subtle,
more intense
stuff. The next

one will be
rawer still’

Gear

1965 Gibson LG-1
acoustic ('It has that
Robert Johnson sound
I'd been searching for'),
1969 Gibson E5-330
('Bought from Rat
Scabies!’) 1978 Fender
Stratocaster, pearl-front
Zemaitis, National Reso-
Phonic ResoRocket

Peavey Classic 30 1x12" |
combo: ‘It sounds |
absolutely fantastic, but
it's so unreliable...”
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